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To be and make disciples of 
Jesus Christ

Entering into a Season of 
Gratefulness and Giving

The Fall Semester is quickly 
wrapping up at both of our 
current Standing in the Gap 
Chapters. Though the semesters 
are winding down, the ministry 
at both campuses is alive. God 
moved powerfully through many 
people at our retreat this 
semester, reaching those 
looking for guidance and God’s 
presence. Thanksgiving brings 
an excellent opportunity for 
worshipping God for all the 
things He has done. Looking 
ahead, we are entering into a 
season marked by the 
celebration of the birth of our 
Lord. Christmas is also 
considered a season of giving. 
How can you give to God’s work 
this season?



What did this 
retreat meant 
to you?
Responses from 
attendees:

● I understand from this experience that it is your faith and 
unending pursuit even when it feels silly is what will get you 
closer to God, and getting past needing to know what God is 
doing.

● This Retreat has refined my understanding of Christ as our 
identity and how we should proclaim his presence within us 
where

● Throughout the retreat, I have an opportunity to reflect my 
relationship with the Lord. It helped me a lot in building my 
faith with Jesus and the Father through the sermons about 
identity.

● It has taught me that I am more than what my parents and 
friends want me to be. This experience gave me the wisdom 
to know that I am truly an individual creation of God and that 
he will love and except me even if my closest family and 
friends can’t or won’t.

● Retreat has given me an outlet for the gifts God has given 
me. This outlet has motivated me to make an impact in the 
lives of those back on campus

● The retreat has brought comfort to me and helped show me 
what love means. My identity as a Christian is to show love to 
one another through my passion for wanting Christ more.

● Retreat is the time and place that this family becomes a 
church and allows me to grow and be in my faith without fear.

● Even though I have many doubts for my future, I am assured 
that God is my identity. For me, He will work all things for 
good.

● Everything.
● The people whom I’m with are 

part of my identity in Christ.
● This retreat was a good time 

to get away from the stresses 
of life and reconnect with God.

● The retreat is an experience of 
peace.

● Faith means: Forsaking All I 
Take Him.

● Encouraging me to continue 
leading by example.

● This retreat has given me the 
support and rest in Jesus that I 
have been crying out for.

● Being given the opportunity to 
explore my identity in Christ  
surrounded by a family who 
want nothing more than to 
watch me grow has been such 
an overwhelmingly fulfilling 
experience. The memories 
made here and the feelings 
I’ve had will stick with me 
forever.



Happy New Year!  You read that right.  I know it seems like I may be a month early, but I am 
not jumping the gun.  I’ve gained an appreciation for the ancient church calendar these past 
few years and according to the church’s calendar, the new Christian year begins with Advent 
(which starts on Nov. 27th this year).

Along with using the calendar as a discipling tool, the ancient church also put together lists of 
Scriptures to be read on certain days, emphasizing different aspects of the ministry and life of 
Jesus.  These lists are called, “lectionaries.”

The lectionary texts assigned for the first Sunday of Advent focus on the scary parts of Jesus’ 
sermons.  Their from the end of the Gospels where Jesus is predicting darkness, destruction, 
and terror coming upon the earth as the end draws near.  Check out Matt. 24:36-44, Luke 
21:25-36, and Mark 13:24-37.  

These passages prophesy what it will be like in the end times before Jesus returns.  It may 
seem like a strange thing to begin Advent and the Christmas season with these verses.  They 
are a far cry from the sweet Baby in a manger.  No shepherds or wise men or singing angels 
there.  But, Advent is not Christmas.  Advent is a season of preparation before Christmas.  It is 
precisely because our world right now is dark and cold and dangerous and scary that we need 
a Savior in the first place!  It is into such a world as this, and in the darkest time on our planet 
(literally, Christmas is celebrated, by those of us in our hemisphere, in the season with the 
most darkness) that the Light of Christ is so badly needed.  The ancient church used the 
calendar, the seasons, and the Scriptures to teach that all of life is lived under the care of 
God, even the scary parts.

This Advent season, this New Christian Year, I pray all of us can reflect on the goodness and 
mercy of God even in the midst of whatever darkness may be clouding our days.  God is not 
scared or worried or anxious or confused.  We who have received Jesus as our Emmanuel, 
God with us, need not be either!

Happy Advent,
Nate

.

Reflection on 
Advent 

By Nate Polzin
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Looking to support Gap’s 
mission?

Donate today.

For more ways to serve contact: 
WWW.SITG.US

info@sitg.us

We are working towards a goal of having 100 
monthly donors contributing $25 a month. Your 

support makes the difference! 


